
FLATTERY TO PRINT TUTORIAL 

 

1. With building shell completely unfolded and flat, select all pieces to print 

2. Move flattened pattern to unoccupied area of  model space  

  

3. Turn off perspective: Camera > Parallel Projection 

4. Choose Top or Bottom View: Camera > Standard Views > Top (or Bottom) 

a. Be sure you are viewing the side of the flattened shell that you would like 

to become the exterior so that lines are printed on the correct side. If you 

unfolded from the top and worked your way down, you may need to select 

a bottom view. 

5. Zoom and pan so that only your flattened pieces are visible on screen 

a. Warning: if you “orbit” by holding down the scroll button, the camera will 

not be positioned directly over (or below) your pattern pieces and will 

become distorted if printed. 

b. To pan, hold shift and the middle-mouse button, click the hand icon on the 

toolbar or use the hot-key H. 

6. Turn off edge extensions: View > Edge Style > Extension (de-select) 

7. Export to AutoCAD DWG: File > Export > 2D graphic 

8. Select file name and location and specify file type as AutoCAD DWG 

9. Open AutoCAD 



10. Ctrl+O > Locate and open DWG 

11. Open Layer Properties Manager (type “layer” in command line and press enter) 

12. Delete Layers “ProfileEdges” and “SectionCutEdges” 

  

13. Create 3 new layers (Alt+N) 

14. Right-click layer name and rename “Cut Lines”, “Score Front” & “Score Back” 

15. Change Layer Properties according to the following table: 

  
Cut Lines 

 
Score Front 

 
Score Back 

 
Color 

 
Red 

 
Yellow 

 
Cyan 

 
Line type 

 
Continuous 

 
Continuous 

 
Dashed* 

 
Line weight 

 
0.25 mm 

 
0.09 mm 

 
0.09 mm 

 * To select dashed line, select “load…” and scroll down to line type “DASHED” 

16. Exit Layer Properties Manager ( X in upper left corner ) 

17. Select all linework (Ctrl+A) 

18. Set layer to “Score Front” from drop down list on the layers toolbar 

19. Select all perimeter lines and any other edges to be cut (e.g. apertures) 

20. Set layer to “Cut Line” from drop down list on the layers toolbar 

21. Select all fold lines to be scored on the reverse side (for folds up, not back) 

Create New Layer 

Delete Layer 



22. Set layer to “Score Back” from drop down list on the layers toolbar 

23. Without de-selecting “Score Back” lines, right-click and choose properties 

a. If these lines are deselected, simply select one, right click and choose 

select similar to add the rest to the selection. 

 

24. Change line type scale from 1.000 to 0.250 (only applies to “Score Back” lines) 

25. Return to Layer Properties Manager and change all layer colors to white (they 

will print in black) 

26. Click Ok to return to model 

 

27. Select Layout 1 Tab (lower left side of screen) 

28. Right-click tab and select “Page Setup Manager” 

29. Select “Modify” button 

30. Choose VDL Color Laser from printer drop down menu 

31. Select properties > custom properties 

32. In the Printing Shortcuts tab, change paper source to “Manual Feed in Tray 1” 

33. In the Color tab, check the “Print in Greyscale” box 

34. Click OK to return to page setup 

  



 

35. Change paper size to 11x17 

36. Click OK and then close to return to model 

37. In paper space, modify viewport window to roughly match dashed lines 

38. Enter model space view by double clicking within viewport 

 

39. Open model scale list and select “custom…” 

40. Select “Add” 



 

41. Name new scale { 1” = 20’-0” } 

42. Set paper units = 1 and model units = 240 

43. Select OK to return to page layout 

44. Select 1” = 20’-0” from drawing scale menu 

45. Position pattern within viewport 

a. Warning: If you scroll while positioning, you will lose your scale 

b. You may not be able to fit an entire continuous piece within the viewport at 

the required scale. Fit as much as you can and get the rest in a 

subsequent print. You may have to rotate and reposition smaller pieces in 

model space to fit them within a single sheet. It is also recommended, but 

not required that you break the larger patterns apart to fit nicely within the 

viewport of and 11x17 sheet. Try to conserve paper! 

46. Type “plot” into the command line to bring up print dialogue 

47. Check print settings again: Plot area should be layout & plot scale is 1-to-1 

48. Select OK to print 

a. You may also want to print to PDF to keep a nice copy of the pattern for 

your records / portfolio. 

49. Load by-pass tray with heavy-duty paper if not already set up 

50. Return to step 42 to print the remaining pattern pieces 


