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To my 2017 / 2018 studio, 
 
We are now at the half-way point in our year of Design Studio together.  I’m writing this note to you to pause, and celebrate what we 
have accomplished together (this past semester) and to give you a glimpse into where we are going (next semester).  The test which 
I have referred to is a take-home writing assignment due this coming Wednesday at noon.  Please allocate no more than 30 minutes 
for the test, and please wait until after you have finished your design project. 
 
DESIGN STUDIO = FUTURE PROFESSIONAL COMMUNITY 
This is my 16th year teaching ARE320K / ARE320L.  To me, that means that I have had the privilege of being the studio professor for 
over 600 remarkable ArchE students.    
 
There is nothing like this particular 1-year studio-experience at UT or at other universities.  Because of the size of your graduating 
class (appx 36) and the fact that we all spend a year together, 9-hours per week  -  you transition from a group of 
freshman/sophomores in the ArchE program to a close-knit, supportive community of young professionals.  
 
I see your particular community forming this year and am especially impressed with the overall qualities of your unique group:  you 
are all smart, responsible, hard-working and genuinely nice people.  I can tell that by the end of our year together you will be a 
formidable community of young engineers who will go on to do make a big impact in the building design world.  I want to encourage 
you all to start keeping in touch with each other, expand your individual circle of friends in studio, and continue to support each other 
-  because it is the people next to you in studio who will be your best connections in the professional world after you graduate.  I have 
many stories to tell of ArchE grads connecting with each other when jobs become available, and as collaborators in different firms on 
architectural projects.   If you don’t already have some kind of social media connection for your class, please start one. 
 
FALL 2017 
Every time I teach this year-long studio sequence, I spend the Fall semester determining the strengths and interests of the particular 
group for that year, and adjust projects / deadlines accordingly.   We have had a very productive semester together this year, 
including the following learning: 

- Travel to some of the best architecture in the U.S. – Dallas/Ft. Worth field trip. 
- Sketching. We have gotten off to a good start in your new foreign-language! 
- Architectural form composition and creative process thru the Origami project. 
- ArchE solutions for climate design and energy efficiency via the Solar Façade project (ongoing). 
- Sustainability and Climate Design understanding thru our AEWorldMap research/writing assignments. 
- Civic architectural design thinking via our main design project (Austin Train Station) including: 
- Architectural site-massing process. 
- Preliminary Design Energy analysis. 
- Architectural form-language process. 
- Window / wall design process and climate response. 
- Structural first principles / layout options for gravity. 
- Structural first principles / layout for for lateral stability. 
- Preliminary Design drawing presentation (upcoming drawing set). 
- Professional firms and projects (via beginning of our Friday Noon Lecture Series). 

 
 

That’s a tall order !  - but you’ve done it, and you should now have a feel for a typical building design process.  With this basic 
understanding and your sketching + SketchUp + Revit toolbox you are ready for Design 2, and the design challenges ahead of you in 
the profession.   
 
I hope you are starting to see how architectural design and engineering design are interlaced and inter-dependent.  Poetics of design 
can be expressed thru many different priorities.  Building design concepts often emerge from ideas about form and use, but can also 
be heavily influenced by ideas about climate-response or a celebration of structure and materials. 
 
SPRING 2018 
For this Spring, I am changing up our usual format once we wrap up our Train Station projects.  Here’s what I have planned: 

- When we return we will spend 1-2 weeks applying first-principles of Mechanical Systems design to your project. 
- Then we will spend 2-3 weeks with final architectural details and rendering techniques, resulting in a collection of images. 
- New for this year, we will then have a series of quick design-charettes in small groups, solving several preliminary design 

challenges to hone your skills with form, envelope, structure and mechanical systems design for buildings around the world. 
- Our main project for the semester will be done in groups of 3, but it may not be a high-rise, as I have been developing some 

new contacts locally who are excited about developing a different building typology.  TBA….but I promise it will be great. 
 
That’s it. 
For now, I wish you a happy holiday season, and want to especially say thank you for a productive semester.  It’s been great getting 
to know everyone and I look forward to another 15 weeks in class this Spring ! 
 
Gregory Brooks 
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ARE 320K Intro to Design 1 – ‘Final Test’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Instructions: 
Please take 30 minutes to write a response to the following inquiry.   

- Please email me directly (PDF file).   
- Single-spaced please.  One page is fine, but no more than 2 pages MAXIMUM please. 

 
Due: 
Wednesday 13 December by 12noon. 
 
 
 
 
 
Question to answer: 
At this point in your ArchE studio experience you have been exposed to the following ArchE concepts and career options: 
 

- Architectural Form Design 
- Climate Design (Sustainability and Energy Analysis) 
- Introduction to Construction concepts (Revit model construction) 
- Structural Engineering 

 
I would like to ask you the following question: 
 
Choose one of the 4 topics above, and write a short stream-of-thought essay about how that particular discipline can be 
enhanced if you can integrate concepts from the other 3 disciplines during early stages of design.  Please use examples if 
you can. 
 
Please incorporate lessons learned in this class and others at UT. 
 
 
 
 
 
(….If this is confusing to you, let’s talk about it in class (Friday noon lecture) today. 
 
I look forward to your thoughts. 
 

 
 
 
 
 


