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For many years, the USA is leading the research and practice of earthquake 
engineering, and, as a result, the US practice associated with design and 
construction of built environment is widely adopted or referred to by many 

countries in the world.  Most likely, Japan is an exception as it has its own history of development.  A 
few issues that characterize the Japanese way are as follows.  1) Japan traditionally loves “manufacturing” 
and respects “manufactures”.  This is believed to have stemmed from Japan’s culture of wood construction 
in which master carpenters are the center.  2) Japan appreciates “positivism”, by which “experimental 
research” is highly respected.  Because of this, Japan has placed large investment into experimental 
facilities and field observations.  3) Japan has an education system in which architecture and engineering 
are taught in the same department.  This creates a unique environment, in which architects are familiar 
with fundamentals of structural and environmental engineering and engineers are sympathetic to architects’ 
egos.  This environment is a key to ensure positive collaboration between design and construction.  In 
this speech, the speaker will introduce pieces of evidence to support the claims described above and want 
to exchange with the audience about the differences between the USA and Japan and the possible benefits 
that may be achieved by the fusion of US and Japanese research and practice. 
 
 
Short Bio: Masayoshi Nakashima is Professor Emeritus of Kyoto University, Japan.  His fields of 
research include seismic analysis and design of steel building structures and large-scale experimental 
techniques for the simulation of earthquake responses.  He and his students have published about four 
hundred technical papers, out of which he earned various awards, including the ASCE Moisseiff Award, 
the ASCE Ernest E. Howard Award, and the EERI George W. Housner Medal, among others.  He was 
inducted to Foreign Member of National Academy of Engineering, USA (2015). 
 
Nakashima served as Director of E-Defense (an institution equipped with the world largest shaking table), 
Director of EERI, Director of Disaster Prevention Research Institute, Kyoto University, Program Director 
of Cabinet Office of Japan on Disaster Resilience Project, and President of the Architectural Institute of 
Japan (AIJ).  He is currently President of International Association for Earthquake Engineering (IAEE) 
and Editor of International Journal of Earthquake Engineering and Structural Dynamics (EESD).   
 
 


